Meet
Pat & Kim
Patterson.
He is Ditidaht First Nation, from Victoria. She is Metis, from Manitoba.
He loves to kitesurf. She hates the water. But what the Pat and Kim
Patterson couple do have in common is their deep-seated love for
people, their community and the land on which they run the recently
expanded campground at the Caycuse Recreation Site on Nitinaht
Lake, one of the world’s most lauded kitesurf and windsurf areas.
“From the moment I started hanging around here, 25 years ago, I’ve been open to people coming onto our territory,”
says Pat, who has been running the campground with his wife for the last four or five years. “At the time, there was a
total disconnect between the Ditidaht community and those who came in. People started calling me ‘The Ambassador’,
because for the last quarter of a century I have been trying to close this gap. It is important that we share our respect
for nature and our land with visitors. Over time, people on both sides have become very receptive to this idea.”

A Community Story from Nitinaht

Caycuse Recreation Site
Increases Business Opportunities
at Nitinaht Lake

Often the rise in visitors to remote, unspoiled areas creates alienation or disconnect between locals and newcomers.
But the Nitinaht Lake case has proven quite the opposite. With the campground extension, last summer, to other
projects in the works, the Caycuse Recreation Site has been solidifying relations both within and beyond the community.
“The impact has been huge for us,” says Kim, who also works as a receptionist at the local school. “People are doing all
kinds of things now like selling their crafts, paintings, baskets or even baked bread down by the water. Others are giving
guided walking or water taxi tours. And for me, I love it, because I’m making friends from all over!”
As the “Unleash the Nitinaht” tourism initiative enters its second decade of development, this Ditidaht-led program
is proving that transformation is about more than economic development.
“I think we’ll see a lot of little branches coming off,” says Pat, who provides local language classes at the school. “It’s
been a long, slow process. But when a visitor at the campground greets me in my local language and when I see
community members gaining in confidence and self-worth because they are earning money for their family, then I
know we’re actually getting somewhere.”

