The Bear Facts:
Homalco Wildlife Tours
Located in one of the most active sites

Working together, we’ve seen phenomenal growth in our

for grizzly bears in BC, the Homalco Nation seized an

visitor numbers over the past five years,” she explained.

opportunity to enhance a world-class tourism opportunity
with the launch of Homalco Wildlife Tours Inc.

A day with 80 or more visitors would be considered
a busy day in a bear watching operation. In 2009,

Upgrades to the Homalco-Taggares Salmon Hatchery

Homalco Wildlife Tours had only one such day.

significantly increased the number of salmon and as

By 2013, there were 26 days with more than 80 tourists.

a result provided a stable and abundant source of

In a short season that lasts from August to November,

food, attracting more black bears and grizzly bears to

those numbers are impressive.

the remote Orford River estuary. This created a prime
opportunity for visitors to see the animals feeding

“The season for watching bears is late summer and fall,

in their natural habitat. With funding from ICET, the

and our partners in the tourism industry tell us that

Homalco added infrastructure and facility upgrades,

a bear tour has become a ‘must-do’ for their clients,”

including new observation towers for watching bears,

Trenholm said. “That means incremental growth for

a welcoming interpretive centre, and artistic signage

operators in all parts of the hospitality industry, and a

reflecting the First Nations culture.

boost to the economy of the region, well beyond just
Campbell River.”

Our partners in the tourism industry

project profile
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tell us that a bear tour has become

Garnering coverage in media outlets around North

a ‘must-do’ for their clients

for tourism growth in the region. Stories in the Globe

Alison Trenholm, Homalco Band Manager, is enthusiastic
about the growth in the business and impacts it has had
on the economies of not only the First Nation, but also
Campbell River and surrounding communities.
“Since 2009, visitor numbers have almost quadrupled,
and that has meant additional jobs for the Homalco
guides leading the tours and the operators bringing
the tourists in,” Trenholm explained. “It has brought
additional visitors to the region in a traditionally
‘slow’ part of the overall tourism season.”
The summer whale-watching operators are now also
finding their seasons extended as they bring boat loads
of fall-time customers to the Orford River to see the
Bears of Bute Inlet from a safe but very close vantage.
“We’ve forged a great partnership with Sonora Resort,

America has been a big boost to the operation and
and Mail and the New York Times raved about the
experience. That type of international publicity is part
of what is driving the growth in the business, as visitors
from around the world are specifically making a bearwatching tour part of their Island vacation experience.
Ten large artistic signs were created by Homalco artists
to mark the roadway and a welcome sign added to
the facility. Creation of the signage and other cultural
artifacts have also provided an opportunity for
Homalco Nation people - and especially the young
tour guides – to reconnect with their native language
and culture, and to share this with visitors from
around the world.
“This project has been a tremendous success
for the Homalco, our partners in the tourism market,
and the region as a whole,” said Trenholm.

and several tour providers located in Campbell River.
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