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PROJECT PROFILE
GWAYASDUMS BIGHOUSE RESTORATION
BIG HOUSE, BIG IMPACT: Restored Bighouse is a cultural icon and the cornerstone for a new
Indigenous eco-tourism hub

The oldest standing Bighouse in B.C. is
at Gwayasdums, on Gilford Island. An
extensive restoration project has brought
the building back to its former glory,
creating new economic opportunities
for residents and helping young people
reconnect with their culture and history.
The Bighouse restoration is part of a
broader “Come Back Home” initiative,
designed to attract younger generations
to the island, reunite families and bring
members back to their traditional territory.
This initiative evolved from an award
winning economic development strategy
for the Kwicksutaineuk Haxwa’mis First
Nation (KHFN) that restructures the
community with improved infrastructure,
housing and jobs for members.

Evidence of success can be found in locallyowned and operated businesses, like Sea
Wolf Adventures, an Indigenous-owned
tourism company that blends wildlife
viewing with Indigenous cultural history.
The Bighouse is playing a cornerstone
role in the strategy, creating a new,
sustainable economy based on Aboriginal
cultural and eco-tourism opportunities
- in other words, companies just like
Sea Wolf Adventures. Traditional paint
designs on the front of the building
and the floors along with the overall
impressiveness of the restored 120 yearold building are making the Bighouse a
flagship draw for visitors to the region.
K’odi Nelson is a guide for Sea Wolf
Adventures as well as a singer, dancer,

teacher and community leader from the
Musgamakw Dzawada’enuxw Nation. He
sees the Bighouse restoration as much
more than an attractor for visitors and
tourism business, but as a way for the
community to embrace and share its
heritage and history.
“I truly believe that we have to instill
pride back into our children, and once
we do that, they’ll only blossom,” he said.
“The tides are slowly starting to change in
the community.”
The Bighouse is also central to a new
cultural event, Yayuma, intended to bring
children from urban centers to learn
about their history, culture, ancestry and
connect with their traditional territory.

“Our hope is that in the near future, these
young people will be working as guides
for our business, or starting up new
and exciting ventures in our traditional
territories,” said Nelson.
Restoration efforts coincided with the
larger community redevelopment and
the purchase of a community-owned
water-taxi which is creating tourism
and employment opportunities, while
providing much needed transportation
for health and social services to the
remote community.

in partnership with other Indigenous
communities in the region.
“There is a lot happening in the little
village,” said Nelson. “From an indigenous
point of view, the Bighouse adds a lot to
the experience and what we are able to
offer as an eco-tourism provider.”

– K’ODI NELSON
Guide, Sea Wolf Adventures

The opportunity for Indigenous-led
businesses is growing on Gilford Island
and other neighbouring communities. Sea
Wolf is now developing tour options that
will include a visit to the Gwayasdums
Bighouse and the KHFN is working on
an exciting new ecotourism business
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“There is a lot happening in
the little village...from an
indigenous point of view,
the Bighouse adds a lot to
the experience and what
we are able to offer as an
eco-tourism provider.”

