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PROJECT PROFILE
SALMON-BREWSTER EQUINE TRAIL
HORSING AROUND: Vancouver Island’s first backcountry equine trail and campground creating
year-round benefits in rural area

Across the ICET region, trail development
has been a key component of economic
infrastructure investments. Hiking trails,
marine trails for paddlers, hut-to-hut
trails for ski-touring – are all part of a
series of investments that support tourist
demands for well-built, sanctioned
activities on the land base.
Adding to the trail inventory is the
Salmon-Brewster Equine Trail and
Campgrounds, a trail corridor extending
from north of Campbell River to the
outskirts of Sayward.
Since its formal completion in
2013, the trail and amenities have
received rave reviews from visitors
who acknowledge that everything
from paddocks to water tanks, to the
campsites themselves, have made their
experience on the Island top-notch.

On-site guestbooks demonstrate how
equine trails draw riders from out of
region – Vancouver, Chilliwack, Princeton
to as far as Winnipeg. Many visitors are
repeat guests making this their annual
horse camping destination.
The trail is open year-round for
backcountry activities, but is most
popular among riders as the first of its
kind on Vancouver Island, joining other
reputed BC equine trails in Manning
Park or Merritt.
Situated within a historic logging
corridor, the 40km logging grade had
been used unofficially by riders for
years, but use was limited to locals with
knowledge of the route.
ICET funding for the trail was provided to
the Backcountry Horsemen Society

of BC, who also worked in partnership
with the BC Horse Council, the
Strathcona Regional District and the
Coast Sustainability Trust, to obtain
formal trail recognition, construct proper
amenities and preserve the trail for
future generations.
The project also involved creation of the
Brewster and Memkay Horse Recreation
Campsites, designed to support multiday voyages and provide the amenities
required by backcountry horseback riders.
“Looking just at the 2017 guestbooks,
there are nearly 800 site visits between
the two campsites, with at least 250
camping days,” said Debra Oakman of
the Backcountry Horsemen Society of
BC. “That all adds up to significant local
economic impact as people purchase
supplies, hire guides, and enjoy time

in the region on either side of their
backcountry trips.”
Lake Roberts Resort, located halfway
between Sayward and Campbell River, is
one of the small businesses which has
experienced this impact first-hand as
the favored stop for baked goods and
other provisions. Family owned business,
H202G0, which provides regular service
of potable water to each site, is another
small business supplier benefitting from
the project.
“The Memkay shelter is a highlight
for many visitors in the early and late
season,” adds Oakman. “Access to
crown land on the grazing lease and the
Salmon Brewster trail corridor is some of
the best riding on the island.”
While horse riders generally arrive during
the summer months, trail improvements
are increasingly popular among other
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backcountry users through the rest of the
year. Hunters increasingly take advantage
of the campsites in the fall, and sports
fishers are a common sight at the
Brewster Lake campsite early in the year.
Development efforts are continuing,
with the addition of a third campsite
halfway along the trail in 2016. In May
2018 the group secured funding to
develop more trail options for riders,
as well as improvements to encourage
greater use by hikers.
“In partnership with the Backcountry
Horsemen of BC, we look forward to the
continued development of the SalmonBrewster Trail and envision it as part
of a world class network of equestrian
trails in BC,” said Graham Cameron,
District Recreation Officer, Discovery
Coast District.
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“Looking just at the
2017 guestbooks, there
are nearly 800 site
visits between the two
campsites, with at least
250 camping days. That all
adds up to significant local
economic impact as people
purchase supplies, hire
guides, and enjoy time in
the region on either side of
their backcountry trips.”
– DEBRA OAKMAN
Backcountry Horsemen Society of BC

