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Project Overview
The Back Country Horsemen of British Columbia – North Vancouver Island Chapter (BCHBC-NVI)
introduced the Salmon Brewster Equine Campsites and Trail Corridor Project as the first Crown
land formally designated equine-friendly public recreation campsites on Vancouver Island. This
is a significant accomplishment and will be joining the other provincial equine trails and
camping areas such as those at Manning Park, Cascade Recreation Area, Lundbom, Stikine,
Barriere, Merritt, and the extraordinary USA network of equine friendly camping and trails
sites.
The development of the campsites and trail corridor received a Section 57 authorization from
Duncan Mactavish, Recreation Officer with Recreation Sites and Trails BC, Ministry of Forests,
Lands and Natural Resource Operations. Biological and archaeological assessments were
completed and reviewed by appropriate first nations. Comments from the biologist and first
nations have assisted in identifying trail corridor rehabilitation and development needs.
Approval was received from Agricultural Land Commission (ALR) for a small section of the trail
located with the ALR. Letters of support were received from community organizations
including Horse Council of BC, Campbell River Trail Riders, Campbell River Adventurers hiking
club and Can Adventure Education Ltd as well as the regional government representative,
Strathcona Regional District Director Gerald Whalley. BCHBC-NVI chapter members have
worked collaboratively with these representatives since 2010 with the goal of legally
establishing the Salmon Brewster trail corridor for future generations.
Since 2010, volunteer efforts have included the use of GPS technology to identify the trail
corridor (approx. 40km on foot); and secured approximately $89,500 in in-kind and grant
funding to construct and develop equine friendly public campsites at both ends of the trail
corridor. Approximately 1000 volunteer hours has gone toward the establishment of the trail
corridor and campsite development including GPS work, project management, site clearing, and
fence and corral construction. Volunteers worked alongside contractors, conducted site visits
with ministry personnel as required to ensure the campsite project development met all
conditions of the funding agencies and regulatory requirements.
The BCHBC-NVI chapter members are well positioned and ready to oversee the next step, that
is, the rehabilitation and development of the trail corridor. The rehabilitation of the trail will
improve safety and access to the trail, thus promoting greater public use.
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The Salmon Brewster Equine Campsite and Trail Corridor Project will increase visitors to the
Campbell River and Sayward Valley areas, promoting tourism and producing incremental
economic benefits. The trail corridor adds another back country activity for horse riders, and
hikers to explore while other members of the family may enjoy other popular activities such as
ATV, boating, and fishing.
Recreation Sites and Trails BC and the BC Backcountry Horsemen of BC will enter into a 10 year
partnership agreement to operate and maintain the horse camps and trail corridor to
wilderness standards.
The BCHBC will promote the Salmon Brewster Equine Campsite and Trail on the provincial
website with links to BC Outdoor Recreation Council and it will be listed on the websites of
BCHBC and Horse Council of BC. Permanent signage located at the campsites at both ends of
the trail corridor will outline the principles of wilderness use by equestrians and the “Leave No
Trace” guidelines endorsed by BCHBC, and used internationally. All partners will be
acknowledged on these permanent signs.
The BCHBC-NVI chapter wishes to enthusiastically thank all those that helped this vision
become a reality.
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North Vancouver Island Chapter

Introduction
The Salmon Brewster Equine Campsite and Trail Corridor Project represents the first Crown
land horse-friendly designated public recreation campsites on Vancouver Island. The trail
corridor has long been utilized by local riders, outfitters and visitors. It has been a vision of
Sayward residents to preserve the 40km horse trail corridor between the Salmon/Memekay
Rivers and Brewster Lake. This was the driving force behind the Backcountry Horsemen of BC –
North Vancouver Island Chapter (BCHBC-NVI) to initiate the Salmon Brewster Equine Campsite
and Trail Project.

The original project proposal dated October 14, 2011, identified three phases:

Phase 1 – included the development of the project proposal, GPS mapping of the 40 km
trail, planning, locating the recreation campsites and identifying funding sources. This work
was completed with 465 hours of volunteer labour and ensured that the information was
complete for the submission of a formal Section 57 application to Duncan Mactavish,
Recreation Officer with Recreation Sites and Trails BC, Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations. This information was also critical in preparing grant applications for
funding of the project. Phase 1 volunteer hours were not included in the grant funding
requests. This phase was completed in the fall of 2011.

Phase 2 - represented the main project work which was the development of two horsefriendly campsites located at either end of the trail corridor. At the southern end, the Brewster
Horse Camp is located within the Sayward Forest, north of Campbell River and approximately
17 km west of Highway 19 on the Menzies Main resource road. At the northern end, the
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Memekay Horse Camp is located within the Sayward Valley and is approximately 11 km west of
Highway 19 on the Big Tree Main/Salmon Main resource roads. This phase was completed in
the winter of 2012. (See “before” and “after” photos in the Appendices’.)
Brewster Lake

The Brewster Horse Recreation Campsite: The site development received provincial
approval in September 2011. The work completed involved creating improved access to the site
for long horse trailers and recreational vehicles. This included the installation of a culvert to
extend the driveway, the construction of a loop roadway, levelling of the site for camping rigs,
gravelling of the roadway, the installation of culverts for outhouse placement, general site
clean-up and erecting a sign kiosk.
This Provincial Recreation site is approximately 1 acre in size and complements four other
Provincial Recreation sites in the Brewster Lake area.
Signs acknowledging grant funding have been prepared in conjunction with funding agencies
and will be installed as soon as the snow melts. Other signs to be developed include a sign that
provides the history of the area. (During the 1940’s, this area was home to 500 residents. It
was commonly known as ‘Camp Five’, for over twenty-one years.) The vision of BCHBC – NVI is
to include historic pictures of the area along with a narrative. The kiosk will also host a map
that shows the Salmon Brewster Equine Campsite and Trail Corridor.

The Memekay Horse Recreation Campsite: Site development received provincial
approval in July 2012. Work completed involved creating a one – way loop road for the
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recreation site, ten campsites each with a divided 2-horse corral, plus one campsite designated
for highline use only, and the shelter and kiosk construction. This Provincial Recreation Site is
approximately five acres in size and required significant site preparation and development.
This is the first formally designated Provincial Recreation Site in the Sayward area.

Phase 3 – The project scope for this final phase included the completion of signage and the
installation of structures and amenities, such as outhouses, at both recreation sites.

Brewster Horse Camp Recreation Site In addition to equipment work and gravel
(provided in phase 2), Recreation Sites and Trails BC, Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural
Resources Operations (RSTBC), provided the following Ministry-standard structures: two
outhouses, three picnic tables, two fire rings, and recreation site signage, i.e. “Brewster Horse
Camp”. The Backcountry Horsemen of BC – North Vancouver Island chapter is providing
signage acknowledging the funding supporters to the project. (See Appendix B).

Memekay Horse Camp Recreation Site – In addition to road crush (provided in phase
2), Recreation Sites and Trails BC provided the following Ministry-standard structures: three
picnic tables, four fire rings, and recreation site signage, i.e. “Memekay Horse Camp”. The
Backcountry Horsemen of BC – North Island chapter is providing three outhouses and signage,
acknowledging the funding supporters to the project. (See Appendix B)
A Ministry summer student completed a GPS-survey of both recreation sites and provincial staff
will develop standard site plan maps that can be used for brochures and signs.

Salmon Brewster Trail Corridor (See Appendix A) received provincial approval in
July 2012. The project included provincial designation of the trail corridor and this has been
accomplished. Trail development and maintenance will be ongoing and was not included in this
project proposal. Grant applications were submitted in the fall of 2012 requesting funding
support to rehabilitate portions of the trail corridor and install permanent stream crossings as
identified and recommended in M.C. Wright’s Assessment of Potential Impacts to Fish and Fish
Habitat dated May 2012. (The assessment report was funded by Recreation Sites and Trails BC.)
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Conclusion
The Salmon Brewster Equine Campsites and Trail Corridor Project is a legacy for the Recreation
Sites and Trails BC to be proud of and will provide the public with recreational horse camping
opportunities and a 40 km trail corridor to explore. This is a first for Vancouver Island! The
Sayward Valley is rich in history and is a resource management area. The BCHBC – NVI Chapter
enthusiastically thanks all those that helped make this project a reality, in particular, thank you
to the financial and in-kind contributors, the visionaries and all of the volunteers!
A total of approximately 1100 volunteer hours have made this project a reality.
Volunteer activities included:


















The initial visioning, reasoning, and contagious enthusiasm that started the project;
The coordination and communication of plans and activities with wonderfully dedicated
volunteers;
The preparation of project proposal and grant funding submissions;
Establishment of the administrative and reporting processes to coordinate all the
activities;
GPS mapping of the horse trail;
Clean-up of the Brewster Campsite from winter blow downs, under-brush, raking and
seeding of the site;
Guiding the biologist, hiking the trail and assessment of river crossings;
Guiding the archaeologist, hiking the trail and assessment of First Nation’s history;
Meetings with ministry officials on site for pre-work inspections;
Planning meetings with ministry officials regarding maintenance;
Flagging and staking the lay-out of the recreation campsites;
Reviewing contractor proposals and selecting successful proponent for the construction
of the Memekay Horse Camp;
Site visits to review and approve site development progress, and invoice approvals;
Working with the contractor on the Memekay road and camp sites development;
Installation of new fence;
Construction of ten (10) 2-horse corrals.
Administration of this project, including planning meetings, conference calls and other
communications with provincial and local government officials. Volunteers contributed
other costs in addition to volunteer hours such as mileage (in-kind) to travel to the sites
and general office expenses.
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Since the submission of the original proposal in 2011, Recreation Sites and Trails BC has
completed an extensive consultation and referral process to ensure project support from
various first nations, forest licensees, the Strathcona Regional District, the Agricultural Land
Commission and other stakeholders. Issues and concerns raised during that process have been
addressed.
Recreation Sites and Trails BC is now in the process of requesting legal establishment of the
Memekay Horse Camp Recreation Site, the Spirit Pine Recreation Site (rest area near the halfway point) and the Salmon Brewster Horse Trail under Section 56 of the Forest and Range
Practices Act. (The Brewster Horse Camp is covered under a Recreation Site that was previously
established.)
Recreation Sites and Trails BC and the BC Backcountry Horsemen of BC will enter into a 10 year
partnership agreement to operate and maintain the horse camps and trail corridor.

The celebration and official opening of the
Salmon Brewster Equine Campsites and Trail Corridor
is scheduled for July 20th, 2013 at the Memekay horse camp
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Project Contact Information:
For more information please contact:

Back Country Horsemen of British Columbia
Website: http://www.bchorsemen.org/

Sayward Valley resident and project visionary
Gerald Whalley
Phone: 250-282-3787
gdwhalley@saywardvalley.net
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Appendix A - Salmon Brewster Trail Map

The official map is currently in its final production stage by Recreation Sites and
Trails BC, Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations and will be
submitted upon receipt.
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Appendix B – Acknowledgement of Funders
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Project Photos
Brewster Horse camp 2011

Brewster Horse camp 2012
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Memekay Horse camp 2010/11
Shelter site

Before the new road
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Memekay Horse Camp 2012
Shelter area during site development

New road under development
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Camping before corral construction

Site 6 with 2-horse corral

New road and fence construction
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Shelter and kiosk construction

Memekay Horse Camp
Recreation Sites and Trail BC
Ready for the 2013 camping season!
Official opening celebration scheduled for July 20th, 2013.
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Salmon Brewster Trail Corridor
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